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Announcing the OUR
LADY OF GRACE
FIGHT SONG

A Message from the Principal
Dear Our Lady of Grace Family,
We’ve all heard the expression, “Hindsight is 2020.”
Never has it been more appropriate this year! Everyone
has learned to pivot at a speed that makes my head spin.
We pray for a safe year and a vaccine to combat the
virus. Our prayers go out to all who have suffered with
the virus, lost loved ones, or been economically impacted. We are now just
over ten weeks back to our new normal school year. This year we welcomed
back over 290 students and greeted over 60 new students. Our Lady of
Grace Catholic School is doing very well thanks to those of you who pray for
us and financially support our mission. We celebrated the Class of 2020 with
an outdoor graduation of the 44 students, and their parents in May. We
have welcomed 35 new kindergarten students along with new Preschool and
Early Childcare Ministry students. I believe that God is giving us the
opportunity during these challenging times to
deepen our faith and our love for each other.
Please pray for all of us tasked with serving the
remarkable school community we know as
OLGCS.

Yours in Christ,
Mrs. Michelle Boyd

COVID 2020 and the Return to In-Person Instruction
Following the conclusion of the 2019-2020 school year, one of the most unique on record, the leadership team including
administration, staff representatives, and School Advisory Board members gathered to discuss how the 2020-2021 school
year could provide a safe and successful experience. Starting in June, the team began roundtable discussions. One thing
we learned from March 2020 through May 2020 was that our teachers responded and were able to pivot as their
professionalism was shining in these moments. Our
parent community was also shining as they coped with
the stress of an unknown illness, supported their child’s
learning, and the mysteries of the economy.
We needed to create a vision of how we could
successfully open on schedule for the 2020-2021 school
year. With the necessary hygiene and distancing
protocols in place, we enlisted the help our staff
members, and professional medical staff to help us
understand the best practices needed. We felt that with
the items purchased, and new protocols in place, we would be ready to start in August. We even took into consideration
that there were going to be students who wouldn’t be able to be here in-person, that for whatever reason they’d have to
learn from home. With the help of many community members, we were able to offer the Alterative Learning Platform so
students could learn at home. This is not synchronous learning, however, one hour each week is one-on-one instruction in
person with the teacher. The year began with eleven students using this format for the 1st quarter and eight will be
continuing for the 2nd quarter. It has been helpful as students are able to receive the same lessons when 14 days
quarantined are required.

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
The period from September 15 to October 15 in the United States is
designated for recognizing the contributions and influence of Hispanic
Americans to the history, culture, and achievements of the United States.
Mrs. Roseline Ramirez, our OLG Latino Liaison, rounded up parents from
the variety of Spanish speaking countries represented at OLGCS. The
countries celebrated were Mexico, Peru, El Salvador, Venezuela, and
Colombia. Students had guest speakers who presented videos, talked
about traditions and history, and they learned from the beautiful displays,
interesting facts, and music. What a wonderful month at OLGCS thanks to
our families! The beautiful exhibitions of their country and the sweet
treats, cakes and drinks prepared for the staff were impressive. We've
reached the end of Hispanic Culture Month but could not imagine pulling
off the month without parents such as Yelena Guerere, Beatriz Robles, the
Garcia-Medina family, the Membreno family, Yanina Medina, Jocelyn
Sibirian, Gloria Laureano, and especially Roseline Ramirez!

2020-2021 SCHOOL
THEME:

At OLGCS we S.O.A.R.
together!
Keeping with our motto Eagles
S.O.A.R. (Show Respect,
Obtain STEM Learning, Act
Responsibly, Resemble Jesus)
the students and staff are
celebrating what makes us
soar. In support of this theme,
we are using the scripture
Philippians 4:13: I can do
everything through Him who
gives me strength. We
incorporated OWLS (Only With
the Lord’s Strength) to
recognize students and say
“Something to Hoot About!”
At our annual staff retreat, the
teachers highlighted the
theme with our core principles
for the church and school.
This sense of connectedness
helps staff and students relate
to one another and get the
strength we need to persevere
through this pandemic!

WHEN TIMES ARE TOUGH, EAGLES HELP EAGLES
Parent engagement looks different this year,
but giving back is more important than ever! We
Love Our OLGCS Parents!
Since March, most of us have spent a large part of
our time at home. People feel isolated and are
craving human connection, including our families.
While “back to school” is typically an exciting time
for our staff, teachers, parents, and students, this
year was met with a mix of emotions. This year our
OLGCS parents demonstrated their investment in
school matters and paid tuition along with having a
positive impact on their child’s education by
providing service. The service projects were
spontaneous, with families coming up with ways
they could give back. Thank you to the families
who saw a need for more outdoor learning space
with shade and installed outdoor sails! Thank you
to the handymen who built a new fence, as well as
built and fixed benches on the playground! Thank
you parents for the creative back-to-school
planters and updated bulletin boards! Thank you
to the parents who helped with COVID signage,
and plexi-glass dividers!

This past August, the CYO Athletics Committee held yet another successful
golf outing in Noblesville. This 3rd Annual Outing drew more than 100
golfers from around the Midwest for a beautiful day of sunshine and fun
at Fox Prairie Golf Course.
This annual event was made possible by the generous support our golfers,
34 sponsors, and more than 25 volunteers. The committee profited more
than $15,000 with 100% of the proceeds to support all the student
athletes at OLG who participate in CYO Athletics. Over the last three
years, the Athletics committee has been able to replace uniforms for cross
country, girls volleyball, girls basketball and football. This year, the goal is
set to replace the boys basketball uniforms. We are proud to announce
the uniforms have been ordered and should be in before the start of the
season! Our student athletes, coaches, and parents are not only grateful,
but extremely proud to represent the school with the new gear at the
various games, meets, and matches held throughout the year.
Keep an eye out for future communication so that you can reserve your
teams spot early! Once again, we would like to thank the sponsors,
participants and volunteers for making this event such a large success.
Without you, this would not be possible. Go EAGLES!!

The objective was to find a solution that not only meets the
demand for whiteboard technology, but also provides highquality imaging for the classrooms. Students participate in
classroom lessons with BenQ flat panel displays. The BenQs
allow teachers and students to share ideas, notes, opinions,
and make annotations on screen captures from any app,
video, website, document, or image. Regardless of location,
all participants can also make annotations on the screen from
their personal devices. Teachers can download and upload
files to cloud services such as Google Drive. Although we
were able to install 10 in classrooms, 9 more were needed so
each classroom has access. I am happy to report that an
anonymous donor has stepped up to purchase the rest.
Plans are underway to install the panels into the classroom
spaces by the end of 2020!
MUSIC CLASS GOES ON
2020 Virtual Grandparent’s Day ZOOM Style!

Mrs. Woods solves a math problem.
These two are all smiles in Kindergarten.

After the Grace Gala
Fund-A-Need goal
was met, we were
able to purchase
TEN interactive flat
panel touch display
boards called
BenQs. Our current
interactive arms
were no longer
reliable and would require upgrading. Because we are
dedicated to educating our students through a thoughtful
approach to learning and investing in technology, as the ‘T’ in
STEM is a priority. “Twelve years is a really long time in
technology years and our failing classroom audio/video
systems were starting to be really expensive to service and
maintain. We wanted to upgrade the experience with a
solution that would truly work for our students and staff and
make an impact,” said Mrs. Tracy Hughes, OLGCS technology
coordinator.

9/11 Remembrance
The first responders are honored each year at
the OLGCS annual 9/11 Remembrance. The 8th
grade student ambassadors lead the
presentation and all the students thank those
who serve our Noblesville community.

Grandparents Day 2016

ALL KIDS EAT FREE!
Mrs. Shafer and her staff were happy to share
that everyone now qualifies for the free lunch
program, regardless of income level, no
questions asked. When the program kicked off,
it was to run through December 2020. The
federal program just announced that it will
remain free for the remainder of the 20202021 school year. "Right now, some children
are having to learn in many different styles that
they're not used to, and being able to provide
them with a healthy lunch option makes us
excited,” states Mrs. Boyd. This really gives
families one less thing to worry about during
the pandemic. "We're excited to not only get
our students fed, but also to help our families
by not having to do those extra things at home.
Since starting the program our cafeteria daily
numbers have doubled," said Mrs. Shafer.

